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half later. Drake attacked a city strong indeed by
natural position, and important as the entrepot of the
Magdalena and Cauca valleys. But it was not the
impregnable fortress with mighty walls whose ruins
we see to-day. Thirty-five years earlier it had been
entirely destroyed by fire because the houses were built
of bamboo and mud, and thatched, like the modern
native huts, with palmetto.
Many  of the  Spanish  gentlemen-adventurers  who
had accompanied Quesada to the high plateau of Cun-
dinamarca when he conquered the Chibcha Indians and
founded the capital of Santa Fe de Bogota, had settled
in the rich valleys of the central and western ranges
of the Cordillera.    Here they established themselves
and their families on the banks of rivers whose beds
were incredibly rich in gold.    Higher up in the rocky
fastnesses of the Andes were veins of gold in the quartz.
North of Bogota were the richest emerald mines in
the world, and the greatest salt mine in South America.
And Cartagena shared with Santa Marta the wealth
which was pouring down  the  Magdalena  from the
authentic Eldorado of men's dreams.   Sir Francis, who
had looted the world's treasure house in Peru, had long
had his eye on Cartagena de Indias.    It was the ren-
dezvous for all the shipping of the Spanish Main.   Rio
Hasha had an open^ roadstead; Santa Marta was a
haven, indeed, but subject to sudden squalls.   The great
lagoon of Cartagena was forever sheltered.
Cartegena received warning of the impending mis-
fortune. Some small fast inter-island vessels, feeders
for the homeward-bound galleons, had sighted the at-
tack on San Domingo and had made off in the night
for the Spanish Main. The governor of Cartagena
lost no time. He sent up-country to Mompos and Tolu.
In addition to about seven hundred Europeans, there
were five hundred Indians with bows and arrows. This